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Liftoff. At least, that's what we hope happens at 
. NASA Glenn Research Center under the head

ship'of Dr. Julian Earls, who as of Oct 1 officially 
will succeed Donald Campbell as the center's director. 

Dr. Earls will take over the reins of NASA Glenn 
with a lot of people rooting fOf his success, which 
makes the coming honeymoon period of his job a 
critical time for the new chief. His ascension to the 
top job after serving as NASA Glenn's deputy direc
tor is viewed as a fresh start for a research center 
that is perceived as not being all that it can be, 
. Morale hasn't been great within NASA Glenn, and 

the perception has grown among outsiders that it 
hasn't been the type of catalyst for new business de
velopment 10caJJy that one might expect from a 
storehouse of innovation and brainpower. Jt had be
come time for a change, and it appears Dr. Earls is a 
welcOme choice to revive NASA Glenn's fortunes, 

rWe don't think NASA's big boss, Sean O'Keefe,
 
simply is saying kind words when he calls Dr. Earls
 U'"a proven leader with unparalleled academic cre
dentials," Mr. O'Keefe knows his agency was under 
the microscope even before the midair breakup of 
the space shuttle Columbia, and questions about the 
competency of NASA officials only have intensified 
in the months since that tragedy, Mr. O'Keefe needs 
top-notch administrators at all of NASA's research 
outposts, which is why he said last week that he was 
pleased Dr. Earls had "accepted the challenge to 
lead Glenn at this juncture in the agency's history," 

And lead Dr. Earls must, though he shouldn't be 
bashful about asking for the community's help in as
suring NASA Glenn's future, Various academic, busi
ness and political leaders are deeply interested in 
enhancing the research center's stature within 
NASA and in exploiting its potential as an economic 
engine in Northeast Ohio, We hope they and the in
coming leader work together to build on the energy 
generated by this pending change at the top. 
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From staffreports 

NASA ex-director joins CSU 
Julian Earls, the former director of the NASA 
Glenn Research Center, is joining Cleveland State 
University's Nance College of Business Administra
tion as an executive-in-residence beginning Mon
day~ He joins fellow executive-in-residence Barbara 
Byrd-Bennett, the former Cleveland schools chief 
executive. He will be paid on an hourly basis, up to 
$88,000 a year. Earls will be involved in a new re
gional prograIn to enhance economics and busi
ness development curriculums at area high 
schools. 


